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EPIDEMIOLOGICAL UPDATE IN AFRICA | TRENDS

as of 09 December 2020, 9:00 AM EAT

>2.2M
cases

>1.9M
recoveries

(85%)

>54K
deaths

CFR: 2.4%
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EPIDEMIOLOGICAL UPDATE IN AFRICA | TRENDS

7-day moving average

>14,000 cases/day

>7,000 cases/day

>18,000 cases/day

New COVID-19 cases reported in Africa daily by AU Region 
15 February – 09 December 2020

as of 09 December 2020, 9:00 AM EAT
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47
countries

< 40 case /1M/day

3
countries

80-100 cases /1M

1
countries

>100 cases /1M

2
countries

40-80 cases /1M

*cases/1,000,000 population as reported from 
official RCC and Member State reports.

2
countries

No information

Epi week 49 (30 November - 6 December 2020)

NEW COVID-19 CASES REPORTED BY AU MEMBER STATE
Per one (1) million population, per day



TRENDS IN COVID-19 CASES BY AFRICAN UNION REGIONS

Northern Africa

Avg. % change in new cases over last 4 weeks: 09 Nov – 09 Dec 2020

-23%



TRENDS IN COVID-19 CASES BY AFRICAN UNION REGIONS

Eastern Africa

Avg. % change in new cases over last 4 weeks: 09 Nov – 09 Dec 2020

+5%



TRENDS IN COVID-19 CASES BY AFRICAN UNION REGIONS

Avg. % change in new cases over last 4 weeks: 09 Nov – 09 Dec 2020

Western Africa

+52%



TRENDS IN COVID-19 CASES BY AFRICAN UNION REGIONS

Central Africa

+68%

Avg. % change in new cases over last 4 weeks: 09 Nov – 09 Dec 2020



TRENDS IN COVID-19 CASES BY AFRICAN UNION REGIONS

Southern Africa

Avg. % change in new cases over last 4 weeks: 09 Nov – 09 Dec 2020

+115%



COVID-19 TESTING IN AFRICA

14 February – 09 December 2020

>23M
Tests

10.3
Test/Case Ratio

9.7%
Positivity rate

Rollout of 

PACT

(4 June) 

Testing goal 

reached

(17 August) 

20 M tests

Reached

(13 Nov.)

15 M tests 

reached

(28 Sept.) 
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COVID-19 IN AFRICA | THE BEGINNING

14 FEB 2020

Africa's first case of 

COVID-19 is recorded 

in Egypt.
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AFRICA JOINT CONTINENTAL STRATEGY FOR COVID-19

CONVENING POWER

Emergency Meeting of 55 Ministers of Health on COVID-19  

(February 22, 2020 | Addis Ababa, Ethiopia)



AFRICA CDC RESPONSE TIMELINE

14 FEB
First case of 

COVID-19 

recorded on 

the continent

9 JUL
Launched the

Consortium for 

COVID-19 

Vaccine Clinical 

Trials 

(CONCVACT) for 

the continent

20 AUG
Established the 

Africa COVID-19 

Vaccine 

Development & 

Access Strategy –

endorsed by AU 

Heads of State

21 APR
Launched the 

Partnership for 

Accelerated 

COVID-19 Testing 

(PACT) to facilitate 

an increase in 

continental testing 

efforts

22 FEB
Bureau of the AU 

Heads of State and 

Government 

endorse the need 

for an Africa Joint 

Continental 

Strategy

Established the 

Africa Taskforce 

on Coronavirus 

Preparedness and 

Response 

(AFTCOR), to 

coordinate COVID-

19 activities

08 NOV
H.E. Cyril Ramaphosa, 

AU Chairperson 

established the COVID-19 

African Vaccine 

Acquisition Task Team 

(AVATT) to support 

African Vaccine Strategy

24-25 JUN
Hosted virtual 

Africa 

Leadership in 

COVID-19 

Vaccine 

Development 

and Access 

Conference

18 AUG
Launched Africa 

Against COVID-19: 

Saving Lives, 

Economies and 

Livelihoods

campaign to protect 

borders, travellers, 

economies, 

livelihoods, and 

schools



AFRICA JOINT CONTINENTAL STRATEGY | 3 GOALS

Africa CDC’s COVID-19 Strategy



STAY-AT-HOME REQUIREMENTS ACROSS AFRICA

Data sources: RCCs, MOH, https://ourworldindata.org/ 



AFRICA CDC COVID-19 RESPONSE | LABORATORY





COORDINATION MECHANISMS FOR AFRICA CDC COVID-19 
RESPONSE

A “whole of government approach” was adopted in our 
coordination effort to ensure an effective and integrated 
response to COVID-19. 

These are:

• Heads of States of AU Member States (Solidarity)

• Ministers (Health, Finance, Foreign Affairs, Transport)

• Regional Economic Commissions (RECs)

• African Union Commission
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STATE OF HEALTH SYSTEMS IN AFRICA  

The state of Healthcare systems in Africa: Challenges 

• Underfunding (poor budgetary allocation to the health sector)

• Inadequate human resources and the surge in skilled public 
health workforce deficit

• Poor leadership, management and planning in the health sector 

• Lack of political commitment

• Weak health infrastructure



INVESTMENT CASE FOR HEALTH SYSTEMS 
STRENGTHENING IN PANDEMICS  

The case for strengthening health systems in the context 
of a pandemic is compelling especially as we are faced 
with COVID-19 pandemic currently:

• Economic disruption

• A scramble for health care capacity 

• Poor health outcomes



RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPROVING HEALTH SYSTEMS IN AFRICA 
POST COVID-19 

In a bid to build resilient health systems Post COVID-19, the following are 
recommended:

• Greater public private partnerships – to build a higher level of trust on 
improving health outcomes. Partnerships must be established and 
coorperations pre-planned to be effective. 

• Better application of targeted interventions to protect public health -
Rethinking our approach to using health data in light of the current 
COVID-19 pandemic may broaden our understanding of infectious 
diseases, diagnosis and management.

• Advocacy for political support and commitment for health systems 
strengthening (encouraging domestic funding in Member States)

• Continuous Capacity building for health care workers
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KEY MESSAGE 

COVID-19 is not the last pandemic, it is therefore 
imperative to make smart investments now to 
reimagine health systems globally and in Africa in 
order to build an always-on-system that will be 
resilient enough to rapidly detect, prevent and 
control public health emergencies while 
maintaining essential services. 



MAINTAIN THE GAINS AND PREPARE FOR 
THE SECOND WAVE 

1. Enhance community engagement for improved usage of face masks and 

hand washing measures

2. Avoid large gatherings and crowded events

3. Continue to scale-up PACT: test, trace and treat

4. Enhance surveillance for early detection of hotspots   

5. Ensure adequate supply of personal protective equipment

No complacency, no prevention fatigue: intensify public 

health and social measures against COVID-19 by:

Continuous political leadership to implement the following: 



L E A R N  M O R E  AT

africacdc.org/covid-19

Safeguarding Africa’s Health

THANK YOU


