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PL3

INVESTING IN THE FUTURE: ENSURING THE WORLD WILL NEVER BE
VULNERABLE TO ANOTHER ‘COVID-19’ THREAT



| BACKGROUND

The ongoing COVID-19 pandemic has laid bare our collective weaknesses in being able to effectively respond to the
emergence of a highly contagious and lethal microbial threat. Despite extraordinary advances over the past century in
science and unprecedented improvement in global health standards, as evidenced by the COVID-19 pandemic, we still live in
a world where the threat an infectious agent can emerge without warning and spread rapidly to every community and every
household without regard to national borders or to social and economic standing.

Over the course of the remainder of this century, the likely frequency of epidemics and pandemics will continue to increase,
driven to a large extent by demographic trends, including urbanization, and environmental degradation and climate change,
persistent social and economic inequalities, and globalized trade and travel. The burden of these diseases is not equally
distributed across the world; the economically disenfranchised, displaced populations and people living with pre-existing
conditions are disproportionately impacted.

Importantly, the drivers underlying the emergence of novel disease threats are complex human behaviors and their impact
on animal populations and the environment are understood to be central to their emergence. Changing environmental and
climatic conditions have been closely linked to the emergence of novel infectious diseases and the redistribution of those
already existing. Their aggregate impact will continue to increase.

While the upgrading of the health security apparatus over the last decade has been welcomed COVID-19 underscores that
these processes and institutional arrangements are not sufficient to responding to events such as those caused by SARS-
COV 2. Compliance with the International Health Regulations (2005) that provide a normative framework for surveillance,
preparedness, notification and international support and coordination has also been shown to be inadequate. The
experience of the COVID-19 pandemic underscores that new efforts need to be made to craft global strategies, policies and
regulatory frameworks that more directly address the multi-sectoral aspects of disease emergence in order to improve our
collective capacities to prevent, detect and respond to threats. Key is strengthening of multi-sectoral systems, increasing
policy coherence, including in health technologies access and innovation, and reducing risks of new disease threats.

The failure of the world’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic, however, is not simply about the virus’s biology and its
ecology, nor the inadequacies of our multi-sectoral partnerships. The erosion of support for multilateral institutions and
partnerships, a growing mistrust between citizens and their leaders, the increase in ‘nationalism’ and the rise of “anti-
science” have further complicated the ability of nations to mount an effective coordinated global response to global events
like COVID-19. We need to thoughtfully examine the causes underlying these trends, including the expanding impact of
social media, if we are to understand their impact on our inability to mount an effective response to the COVID-19 pandemic;
and based on this insight we urgently need new strategies to re-invigorate our commitment to multilateral partnerships,
build more trustful relationships between governments and their citizens, improve global solidarity and re-affirm the
centrality of evidence-based solutions to future threats.

| OBJECTIVES

Plenary 3 will explore what strategies and actions are required to ensure the world is better prepared to prevent, detect,
respond and recover from future emerging disease threats.
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Dr. Nzisa Liku is a clinician, a public health practitioner and a health information systems design and implementation expert.

She is passionate about using data to inform decisions and works to ensure that policy makers can have all the information
they require to design public health projects with far-reaching impact.

In the last 5 years, she has led projects focused on supporting the Kenya Ministry of Health to improve information
management at health facility level by supporting design and implementation of various health information systems (HIS). In
2018, she led a countrywide project assessing the HIS implemented in all public facilities.

Currently, she is supporting the Ministry of Health to assess the COVID-19 care and treatment capacity in the country.
Nzisa is also a Mandela Washington Fellowship alumnus, a member of the Kenya Health Informatics Association (KeHIA) and

an advisor & mentor at Good Kenyan, a local social enterprise. She has recently won a grant to organize a workshop
supporting Good Kenyan to improve their fundraising knowledge and skills.



