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| BACKGROUND

The spread of SARS-COV 2 has highlighted three major problem areas in the current global health security system:  the
weakness of some health systems and their inability to implement urgent public health and clinical priorities; the fractured
state of national, regional and global partnerships and associations that had previously been central to coordinating
responses to past global health crises and, with it, the surprising impact of weak and/or incompetent political leadership on
communicable disease control; and the consequences of allowing major structural inequities in the distribution of health and
health care, to persist and to fester.  

| OBJECTIVES

1. This session will highlight three leading areas of deficiency that have been exposed by the COVID pandemic.

2. Participants will hear from experts regarding the need to invest in health systems, in global health governance, and in
equity

3. Participants will have the opportunity to ask pointed question to the presenters and moderator on these topics



Panelist

Ahmed E. Ogwell Ouma
Deputy Director

Africa Centres for Disease Control and Prevention (Africa CDC)
Ethiopia

Dr Ahmed Ogwell currently serves as the Deputy Director at the Africa Centres for Disease Control and Prevention (Africa
CDC) – a specialised agency of the African Union (AU). In this capacity, he works with AU Member States and other partners,
leading a team of experts in securing Africa’s health through effective preparedness, early detection and rapid response to
disease outbreaks and public health emergencies on the continent of Africa.

Dr Ahmed Ogwell has over 25 years of experience in public health as a social and developmental agenda at national,
regional, and global levels. He has ably held senior positions in national government, the United Nations (UN) system, non-
governmental organisations, and the AU.

Dr Ahmed Ogwell previously worked as an advisor to the World Health Organization Director General and worked at the
World Health Organisation Regional office for Africa.

Dr Ahmed Ogwell is an alumnus of the University Of Nairobi School Of Public Health and the Centre for International Health
at the University of Bergen in Norway. He is married with children.


